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                        Abstract  

Political speeches are usually characterised by special language features particularly for the 

emphasis of certain ideological stand and thematic preoccupation. This is true of post-election 

speeches, especially when the election is keenly contested and the political atmosphere is tensed. In 

view of this, this study examined the 2015 post-election victory speech of President Muhammadu 

Buhari. The study adopted both quantitative and qualitative approach to explore the stylistic 

components of the thematic concerns which foreground issues critical to the perception of the author 

of the speech (under review) to his understanding of governance and nationhood. The paper 

postulated that both users bound and situation bound factors influence the linguistic choice of the 

socio-political reality of Nigeria as depicted through a stylistic exploration of the speech. It 

concluded that the diction of the speech is carefully tailored to ensure national integration and 

cohesion across the political landscape of Nigeria. 
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1.0 Background to the Study 

 

The 2015 presidential election in Nigeria will remain an historic political phenomenon for 

a long time due to certain issues which heat up the polity and threatened the integration of the 

country ahead of the election. The presidential election meant different thing to different 

individuals and sections of the society. To some, the contest between the two main challengers: 

the incumbent President, Dr Goodluck Ebele Jonathan of the People Democratic Party (PDP) and 

Retired General Muhammadu Buhari of the All Progressives Congress (APC) was defined along 

ethnic and religious affiliation. While Jonathan is from the Southern geo-political region, Buhari 

is from the Northern region of the country. Consequently, the contest had religious flavour because 

of the dominance of Islam in the North and Christianity in the South. To a cross section of political 

observers, the contest was simply a political tug of war between the incumbent President and his 

main challenger. In addition, the internal wrangling within the PDP which led to the defection of 

five (5) governors of the ruling party (PDP) to the main opposition party (APC) made the contest 

to be more keenly contested.  

As a result of this nature of the contest, the above mentioned two political parties intensified 

their campaigns in a tensed political atmosphere. The common features of the campaigns are hate 

speeches, character assassination, libellous documentaries, physical assault, and violence. A good 

example of character assassination was the impression that the candidate of the main opposition 

party (APC), Muhammadu Buhari did not have the mandatory secondary school certificate to 

contest the election. As a result of this, the Nigerian State appeared to sit on the keg of gun powder 

which could explode at any time, and the future of over one hundred and sixty million people 

seemed bleak. The hopeless nature of the situation manifested in many predictions that trailed the 
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election. Such prediction vowed that the incumbent President would not hand over power if he 

was defeated - that the Northern people would make the country ungovernable if Buhari was 

defeated; that there would be no election at all, and above all; that there will be chaos and eventual 

disintegration of the country after the announcement of the election result.   

Against this backdrop, the post 2015 presidential election speech of Muhammadu Buhari 

(the winner of the election) provides a rich data for stylistic exploration, particularly as it affects 

the future of a country so much divided along tribal, regional, religious, economic and political 

sentiment. The choice of this speech is informed by the fact that it is the first official speech of the 

President elect to the entire Nigerians as it sets the pace for a new dawn in the political adventure 

of the country.  

2.0 Theoretical Framework 

 Halliday’s metafunctions of language shall constitute the theoretical framework for this 

study. Halliday (1978) identifies three main levels of language. They include ideational, 

interpersonal and textual functions. Eggins posits that these functions show how “simultaneous 

strands of meanings are expressed in clause structures” (p. 2). 

2.1 Ideational Function 

Adeyanju submits that the ideational function implies that language serves as an instrument 

for the encoder (speaker or writer) to express his ideas and experiences internally and externally 

(p. 62). Similarly, Halliday avers that the ideational study of the ‘clause is a consideration of its 

ability to represent patterns of experience’ (p. 101). Creating patterns to experience calls for 

drawing upon a mental representational model that operates with the knowledge of the world in 

terms of social reality. In our text, the author demonstrates his knowledge of the situations leading 

to the election as well as the tension that the prevailing political climate has bequeathed to the 
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nation’s fragile democracy. This background consciousness informs his resonant plea to all well-

meaning citizens for solidarity with his then embryonic government.   

2.2 Interpersonal Metafunction 

 The interpersonal meta-function is concerned with the interaction between speaker and 

addressee(s) -- the grammatical resources for enacting social roles in general, and speech roles in 

particular, in dialogic interaction; i.e. for establishing, changing, and maintaining interpersonal 

relations. The author of our text understands his role as a statesman and a prospective President of 

the nation. He is also conscious of the pain that is associated with losing election in a third-world 

country where huge resources are committed to election projects, hence, he constantly salutes the 

courage of the incumbent for accepting defeat in good faith. He also reiterates to the citizens the 

need to forge ahead by shunning all forms of violence, carnage or hostility. 

2.3 Textual Meta-function 

 The textual meta-function is concerned with the creation of text, with the presentation of 

ideational and interpersonal meanings as information that can be shared by speaker and listener in 

text unfolding in context. The broadcast under study is both coherent and cohesive; it is 

situationally appropriate to a mission aimed at sermonizing integration among a divided population 

in an uptight socio-political climate. 

3.0 Data and Methodology 

Data was collected from a reputable online medium shortly after the broadcast was made 

and both quantitative and qualitative methods of analysis were used. The purpose of such 

integration is appropriate in the light of the fact that the syntactic and other components of the data 

were analysed on the basis of structure and function. 
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4.0 Theme and Setting 

The theme of the text under consideration is an acceptance of victory declaration in an 

election in Nigeria. This main theme is substantiated with other subsidiary themes which include 

appreciation, pledge of commitment to service and the rule of law, acknowledgement of the 

supreme sacrifice instantiated by those who lost their lives in the struggle, reconciliation, 

commitment to repositioning the nation as a strong global ally, commendation, pledge to uphold 

democratic principles, and appeal for patience in bringing succour and the much expected change. 

These sub-themes are distributed randomly in the twenty-six paragraphs contained in the entire 

text. Out of these twenty-six paragraphs, the author (General Buhari) devotes six paragraphs to 

appreciating God, his party leaders and members, Nigeria’s electoral umpire – INEC, opinion 

leaders, labour unions, the international community, and the generality of Nigerians. His pledge 

and commitment to serving the nation, the rule of law, democratic tenets, repositioning the nation, 

and national development reverberate haphazardly in thirteen paragraphs. Two paragraphs contain 

an acknowledgement of the supreme sacrifice of two sets of people – those who died during 

campaigns and those who were injured or died amidst jubilation when the news of his victory 

broke. Three paragraphs contain sub-theme of reconciliation; one goes for commendation to past 

presidents and heads of state for their statesmanship. One paragraph is devoted to a strong appeal 

to citizens for patience and trust.  

These subsidiary themes dominate the text in no particular order. Aside the customary 

words of appreciation which feature at the beginning and the end of the text, nearly all other sub-

themes are distributed randomly across the twenty-six paragraphs contained in the text. The 

stylistic implication of this arrangement can be explained under two factors – the intrinsic and the 

extraneous. On the one hand, the intrinsic factor mirrors a reflection of the author’s cognitive and 

mental framework. As a retired General, the author’s career has spanned decades of training in 

strategic and tactical machinations void of predictability. His speech architecture therefore, 
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correlates with this pattern and this explains the random displacement of ideas as contained in the 

text. Similarly, his mood may have also informed such haphazard arrangement. The extraneous 

factor demonstrates a reflection of aggregate of surrounding activities or events that unfolded 

during campaigns and immediately before the speech delivery including mixture of the 

effervescence of wild jubilation and the simultaneous gory of death that trailed the announcement 

of his victory. These may have combined to impact on the trajectory of thoughts in the text. 

The setting of our text captures the source, time of the broadcast and the relationship 

between the addresser and the addressees. As earlier indicated, the text is a national radio and 

television broadcast delivered by General Muhammadu Buhari. The text was a prepared speech 

delivered at the National Collation Centre, Abuja, Nigeria immediately after the author received 

his certificate of returns. Through the speech, he interacts with the Nigerian masses through all the 

media (print and electronic) with a purpose to appreciate everyone who had contributed to the 

success of the election especially those who had worked assiduously to ensure his victory at the 

poll and to give the citizens hope for a prosperous future.      

5.0 Syntactic Features 

We shall analyse the syntactic components of our text in terms of structure and function. 

Analysis of structural component focuses on the arrangement of clauses in each sentence while the 

functional component is examined under the mood system. Our text contains a total of ninety-two 

sentences. Out of this figure, there are sixty-two simple sentences, seventeen compound sentences, 

seven complex sentences, four compound-complex sentences, one multiple sentence and one 

minor sentence. The breakdown indicates that the text has a preponderance of simple sentences. 

This implies that the author intended to make the language of the broadcast accessible to all. 

According to Adeyanju, the dominance of compound and compound-complex sentences in a 

speech may create the problem of linguistic obscurity which “might hamper a good understanding 
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of the broadcast by the majority of the populace” (65). Nonetheless, the speech still consists of few 

compound, complex and compound-complex sentences and a multiple sentence which either 

address the dichotomy of serious issues bedeviling the country, the plurality of interests to be 

satisfied by the administration or politically motivated rancour to be pacified when it comes on 

board.  

The various sentence types according to represented in our text are illustrated by the 

following data: 

5.1 Simple Sentences (total number: 62) 

Examples: 

(i) We shall faithfully serve you. 

(ii) I pledge myself and our in-coming administration to just and principled governance.       

(iii) You shall be able to voice your opinion without fear of reprisal or victimisation. 

5.2 Compound Sentences (total number: 17) 

Examples: 

(i) We shall correct that which does not work and improve that which does. 

(ii) You are all my people and I shall treat everyone of you as my own. 

(iii) I have served in various capacities and have always put in my best. 

5.3 Complex  Sentences (total number: 7) 

Examples: 
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(i) If I had judged myself incapable of governing, I would never have sought to impose myself 

on it. 

(ii) But despite the rancour of the elections, I extend a hand of friendship and conciliation to 

President Jonathan and his team. 

(iii) He deserves our support and permanent respect by virtue of the office he has held. 

 

 

5.4 Compound-complex  Sentences (total number: 4) 

Examples: 

(i) I shall work for those who voted for me as well as those who voted against me and even 

for those who did not vote at all. 

(ii) By misdirecting into selfish hands funds intended for the public purpose, corruption distorts 

the economy and worsens income inequality 

5.5 Multiple Sentence (number: 1) 

Example: 

(i) This is not the first time Nigerians have cast their votes for us, and this is not the first time 

they have been counted; but this is the first time that the votes have been allowed to count. 

5.6 Minor  Sentence (number: 1) 

Example: 
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(i) The good people of Nigeria 

Table 1: Structural Patterns of the Sentences 

Sentence Type   Number  Percentage 

Simple     62   67.39 

Compound    17   18.48 

Complex    07   7.61 

Compound-complex   04   4.35 

Multiple    01   1.09 

Minor     01   1.09 

The table above shows that simple sentence accounts for 67.39% of the total number of sentences 

5.7 The Mood System  

The imperative of meaning expression in the human language positions the clause as an 

important unit. This is because, according to Bloor and Bloor,  “It is at the rank of clause that we 

usually use language to interact with others” (p.7). At this rank, “mood and transitivity are the two 

systems of options which are most relevant to stylistic analysis as they perform important functions 

in the internal organization of texts based on Kwokwo’s submission (qtd. in Adeyanju p. 66). The 

mood system specifically focuses on the grammatical resource that realizes different interactional 

moves in a discourse. The relevance of the mood system to our analysis is the possibility of 

examining choices that are made between the declarative, imperative, interrogative and 
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exclamatory sentences in our text. It is observed that the author (Gen. Buhari) opted for two (of 

the four) options in his acceptance speech, namely, declarative and imperative sentences.  

Out of the ninety-two sentences contained in our text, eighty-seven are declarative 

sentences while five are imperative sentences. The breakdown indicates that the entire text is 

nearly dominated by declarative sentence. The implication of this dominance in our text is the need 

to harness the author’s diverse ideas and transmit same efficiently without mincing words. 

Governance is a serious business and communication is key to create awareness of the policies and 

programmes of government among the governed. The declarative sentences demonstrate the 

responsibilities of the government-in-waiting to the citizens while the imperative sentences 

exemplify the civic duties of the latter. The mood system as represented in our text is illustrated 

below: 

5.7.1  Declarative Sentences (total number: 87) 

Examples: 

(i)  No doubt, this nation has suffered greatly in the recent past, and its staying power has been 

tested to its limits by crises, chief among which is insurgency of the Boko Haram. 

(ii) I ask you to join me in resolving these and the other challenges we face.  

(iii) I realise that the expectation of our people today is as high as their commitment to change 

has been strong and their belief in us unshaken.  

(iv) We will govern for you and in your interests. 

5.7.2 Imperative Sentences (total number: 5) 

Examples: 
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(i) Let us take a moment of silence to honour all of those whose sacrifices have brought us to 

this fine and historic hour.  

(ii) Let us put the past, especially the recent past, behind us.      

Table 2 

Mood Type  Number  Percentage 

Declarative  87   94.57 

Imperative  05   5.43 

As stated earlier, out of the total number of ninety-two sentences in our text, eighty-seven 

sentences are in the declarative mood representing 94.57%. The need to satisfactorily address all 

relevant issues that will meet the expectations of the generality of expectant Nigerians who 

constitute the audience must have informed this arrangement. Five sentences representing 5.43% 

constitute the sentences in the imperative mood. The imperative mood reinforces the commitments 

and the responsibilities expected of the citizens which should serve as their contribution to nation 

building. These expressions appear in forms of counsel, charge and advice. Such other forms as 

instruction, order, directive or command are not included in order not to wrong an ideal democratic 

principle. The interrogative and the exclamatory mood types are also not attested in the text.     

The syntactic choices that are made between the various mood types in our text favour a 

preponderance of declarative mood and simple sentences. The imperative of this possibility rests 

on the subject and the role of discourse which really accommodate few complex sentences, 

compound sentences, compound-complex sentences, a multiple sentence and a minor sentence, 

few imperative and the total neglect of the interrogative and the exclamatory mood types. This 
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arrangement is in sync with Halliday’s textual meta-function of language hence we conclude that 

such choices actualize the construction of a coherent text that is situationally appropriate.  

5.8 Lexico-Semantic Features 

The main theme of our text is the conveyance of an acceptance of declaration of electoral 

victory after election. The speech therefore showcases an array of lexical collates in line with this 

objective. These lexical choices can be identified under four headings, namely, governance, crisis, 

chronology/time and politics. The author demonstrated his readiness to hit the ground running on 

assumption of duty using words relating to governance such as lead, team, serve, governing, 

democracy, rule of law, protection, safe, nation, public life, office, servants, administrations, 

statesmanship, etc. He relayed the orgies of violence that trailed campaigns in different parts of 

the country and the unfortunate crises that followed his victory when it was announced. This 

manifested in crisis-toned expressions such as risked, deaths, injuries, condolences, lost, rancour, 

terrorism, fight, wrestles, challenges, problems, tackle, suffered, crises, terror, battle, distort, 

threat, setbacks, mistakes, errors, etc. The need to recount incidents leading up to the moment of 

the speech delivery and beyond invoked collocates like past, old, forge ahead, etc. The author also 

displays an array of lexicons relating to politics - election, campaign, candidate, party, members, 

ballot, vote, etc. Collocates that relay attitude are also present in our text, namely, jubilation, 

honoured, humbled, grateful, change, pledge, compassion, commitment, strong, unshaken, etc.  

These expressions portray the subject of discourse, the attitude of the text producer to the subject 

of discourse as well as the prevalent politico-economic condition of the setting of the discourse.  

 Other notable contextualized lexico-semantic features observed in our text are underlined 

in the following excerpts: 

5.8.1 Antonyms  
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(i) There shall no longer be a ruling party again: APC will be your governing party. 

(ii) Our long night has passed and the daylight of new democratic governance has broken across 

the land. 

(iii) … none shall be so above the law that they are not subject to its dictates, and none shall be so 

below it that they are not availed of its protection. 

(iv) But despite the rancour of the elections, I extend a hand of friendship and conciliation to 

President Jonathan and his team. 

(v) Along the way, there will be victories but there may also be setbacks. 

5.8.2 Synonyms 

(i) I give special thanks to President Obama and other nations that were actively involved in 

ensuring the success of this election are equally appreciated.   

(ii) I seek your voice and input as we tackle these problems. 

(iii) Mistakes will be made. But we shall never take you for granted; so, be rest assured that our 

errors will be those of compassion and commitment… 

(iv) …their commitment to change has been strong and their belief in us unshaken. 

 We observe an even distribution in the usage of the two semantic features identified in our 

text. Whereas the synonyms were used to enhance emphasis, the antonyms facilitate balanced 

opinions. Aside the entire lexical collocates being situationally appropriate, they also serve as a 

cohesive device satisfying Halliday’s textual function of language which reinforces situationally 

appropriate texts. 
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5.9 Rhetorical Features     

 Six major figures of speech are employed in our text to drive home the message of the 

author and to adjoin aesthetic value to the speech. These features include alliteration, 

personification, antithesis, parallelism, imagery and synecdoche as illustrated in the table below: 

Figures of Speech Examples Excerpts from our Text 

i. Alliteration /h/ in “honoured” and 

“humbled” 

 

 

/f/ in “free” and “fair” 

 

/k/ in “collective” and 

“concern” 

 

 

/k/ in “compassion” and 

“commitment” 

I feel truly honoured and 

humbled that the Nigerian 

people have so clearly 

chosen me to lead them. 

…in ensuring that Nigeria 

holds free and fair elections. 

…in the global fight against 

terrorism and in other 

matters of collective 

concern… 

…be rest assured that our 

errors will be those of 

compassion and 

commitment not of willful 

neglect and indifference. 
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ii. Personification Night - the time of darkness 

in each 24 hours. 

Our long night has passed… 

 Nation – a large community 

of people usually sharing a 

common history, culture and 

language, and living in a 

particular territory under one 

government.  

Our nation wrestles many 

challenges including 

insecurity, corruption and 

economic decline. 

 Terrorism – the use of 

violence for political aims or 

to force a government to act, 

especially because of the 

fear it causes among the 

people.   

We shall spare no effort until 

we defeat terrorism. 

iii. Antithesis “so above the law” – “so 

below it” 

I pledge myself and the 

government to the rule of 

law, in which none shall be 

so above the law that they 

are not subject to its dictates, 

and none shall be so below it 

that they are not availed of 

its protection.   
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 “have cast their votes for 

us…” – “they have been 

counted;” …but have been 

allowed to count.” 

This is not the first time 

Nigerians have cast their 

votes for us, and this is not 

the first time they have been 

counted; but this is the first 

time that the votes have been 

allowed to count. 

iv. Parallelism “all live under one name” / 

“all Nigerians” 

We all live under one name 

as one nation: we are all 

Nigerians. 

v. Imagery “extend a hand…” …I extend a hand of 

friendship and conciliation 

to President Jonathan and 

his team… 

 “We shall, if necessary, 

crawl, walk and run…”   

We shall, if necessary, 

crawl, walk and run to do the 

job you have elected us to 

do. 

vi. Synecdoche “safe hands” … you are safe and that your 

constitutional rights remain 

in safe hands. 

 “selfish hands” By misdirecting into selfish 

hands funds intended for the 
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public purpose, corruption 

distorts the economy and 

worsens income inequality. 

  

           The use of figures of speech illustrated above foregrounds three main features. First, the 

successive occurrence of the glottal fricative /h/, the labio-dental fricative /f/ and the velar plosive 

/k/ in the initial position of their respective words gives emphasis to the points being made when 

certain expressions are used. They also add aesthetic value to the text. Second, rhetorical features 

like personification, antithesis and parallelism accentuate the equilibrium of the architecture of the 

opinions proffered by the author of the text. Third, synecdoche and imagery are employed to depict 

a vivid picture of the attitude of current government as well as demonstrate cogent planned action 

of the incoming administration.   

5.10 Conclusion 

This paper has succeeded in affirming that the facts that two major factors (user and situation 

bound) influence the choice of words or form of expressions of political speeches. While the 

former is principally related to the idiosyncractic preference of the writer, the latter is concerned 

with the prevailing situation which serves as the background to the speech under review. This is 

particularly true of the very first post-election speech of the President-elect, General Muhammadu 

Buhari. Obviously, the speech is consciously crafted to heal the political wound in the minds of 

millions of electorates, those who voted for the winner, those who did not vote for him and those 

who did not vote at all. It should be noted that the issue of national integration goes beyond election 

and electioneering processes and this, to a large extent, explains why conscious efforts are made 

(in form and content) of the speech to achieve the target objective of oneness in order to enhance 

the chance of socio-political survival of Nigeria.  
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